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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-9 and 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 6,5253,228 B1 to Ferris et al. 



4. As to claim 1 , Ferris teaches a method for a computer application with 
operational control, in which overall operation is made up of sub-operations, by means 
of calling subroutines and methods of an object-oriented programming environment, 
comprising: determining the next subroutine to be executed in each case by evaluating 
the result of a query that is sent via a data network (Col. 10 Ln. 13 - 47, figure 3/6A Col 
13 Ln. 49 -67). 
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5. As to claim 2, Ferris teaches the method as described Claim 1 wherein the query 
includes the contents of a state variable (figure 7 Col. 1 1 Ln. 51 - 67, Col. 13 Ln. 60 - 
67, Col. 14 Ln. 1-6). 

6. As to claim 3, Ferris teaches the method as described in Claim 1 wherein the 
query includes the result of one or more preceding functions (Col. 10 Ln. 27 - 47, Col. 
Col. 13 Ln. 60-67). 

7. As to claim 4, Ferris teaches the method as described in Claim 1 wherein the 
subroutine or method is specified dynamically or loaded by a dynamic loader (Col. 6 Ln. 
44-67). 

8. As to claim 5, Ferris teaches the method as described in Claim 1 wherein the 
subroutine or the method is loaded via a data network (Col. 6 Ln. 44 - 67). 

9. As to claim 6, Ferris teaches a method of controlling an application program for 
communicating information over a network between a client and a server, the 
application program having a previous state and a current state, comprising: storing at 
least two methods on the server, at the server, receiving a request having a state 
indicator indicative of the previous state of the application program, selecting one of the 
at least two methods based upon the state indicator and transmitting the requested 
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method to the client (Col. 10 Ln. 13 - 47, Col. 1 1 Ln. 19 - 50, figure 3/6A/B Col. 49 - 
67, Col. 14 Ln. 1-67). 

10. As to claim 7, Ferris teaches the method of Claim 6 wherein the step of selecting 
includes appending the state indicator to a shell identifier such that a unique one of the 
methods is identified (Col. 13 Ln. 60 - 67). 

11. As to claim 8, Ferris teaches the method of Claim 7 wherein the step of selecting 
further includes selecting the unique one of the methods (Col. 14 Ln. 25 - 33). 

12. As to claim 9, Ferris teaches the method of Claim 6 wherein the request is 
received from the client (Col. 13 Ln. 49 - 67). 

1 3. As to claim 1 1 , Ferris teaches the method of Claim 6 wherein the at least two 
methods are selected from the group of applets, Web pages, executable functions, and 
evaluation functions (Col. 14 Ln. 1 - 6, Col. 14 Ln. 25 - 33). 

14. As to claim 12, Ferris teaches the method of Claim 6 wherein the state indicator 
is indicative of a calling function from which the request originated (Col. 14 Ln. 1 - 6). 



15. As to claim 13, see the rejection of claim 7. 
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16. As to claim 14. A system for controlling an application program that 
communicates information over a network between a client and a server, comprising: 
the server including a previous subroutine and at least two other subroutines, an 
automatic switch, responsive to a client request having a designator indicative of the 
previous subroutine, to select one of the other subroutines based upon the designator 
and the server activating the selected subroutine (Col. 10 Ln. 13 - 47, Col. 1 1 Ln. 1 — 
50, figure 3/6A/B Col. 13 Ln. 49 - 67, Col. Ln. 1 - 67). 

1 7. As to claim 1 5, see the rejection of claim 1 1 . 

1 8. As to claim 1 6, see the rejection of claim 7. 

19. As to claim 1 7, Ferris teaches the system of Claim 1 6 wherein the automatic 
switch further includes a shell for selecting the unique one of the subroutines (Col. 13 
Ln.49-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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21 . Claims 10 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 6,253,228 B1 to Ferris et al. in view of U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,546,397 B1 to Rempell. 

22. As to claim 10, Ferris is silent with reference to the method of Claim 6 wherein 
the step of selecting includes input error checking. 

23. Rempell teaches the method of Claim 6 wherein the step of selecting includes 
input error checking (Col. 6 Ln. 43 - 48, figure 10 Col. 24 Ln. 60 - 67, Col. 25 Ln. 1 - 
40). 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Rempell and Ferris because the 
teaching of Rempell improve the system of Ferris by providing data integrity (figure 10 
Col. 24 Ln. 60 - 67, Col. 25 Ln. 1 - 40). 

25. As to claim 18, see the rejection of claim 10. 

26. As to claim 19, a method of controlling an application program for communicating 
information over a network between a client and a server, the application program 
having a previous state and a current state, comprising: storing at least two methods on 
the server; at the server, receiving a client request having a designator indicative of the 
previous state of the application program (figure 3/6A/B Col. 13 Ln. 49 - 67, Col. 1 - 
67), selecting one of the at least two methods based upon the designator (figure 6B Col. 
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14 Ln. 25 - 33), appending the state indicator to a shell identifier such that a unique one 
of the methods is identified/selecting the unique one of the methods based upon the 
state indicator (Col. 13 Ln. 60 - 67) and transmitting the requested method to the client 
(figure 6B Col. 14 Ln. 56-67, Col. 15 Ln. 21 -38). 

27. Ferris is silent with reference to error checking the client request. 

28. Rempell teaches error checking the client request (Col. 6 Ln. 43 - 48, figure 10 
Col. 24 Ln. 60 - 67, Col. 25 Ln. 1 - 40). 

29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Rempell and Ferris because the 
teaching of Rempell improve the system of Ferris by providing data integrity (figure 10 
Col. 24 Ln. 60 - 67, Col. 25 Ln. 1 - 40). 

30. As to claim 20, see the rejection of claim 11. 

Conclusion 

31 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,188,400 B1 to House et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E Anya whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
341 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00) First Friday off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, An Meng-Ai can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Charles E Anya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2126 



cea. 




